Cockburnspath and Cove Community Council Meeting 9th September 2026
Minutes
1. In attendance/apologies:  S Fletcher (Chair); S Hope (Treasurer); M Given; J Fairbairn; A Cornes.  Via Zoom link C Tempest; A Blackwell.  3 members of the public. K Tulloch (Minutes) Apologies received from Cllr J Anderson; S Hay; C Morrison; W Smith.
2. Chair opened meeting stating that, as recommended at the previous meeting, the CC was moving to one email with all important items for each meeting.  There will always be the odd exception, but we hope this makes it easier to keep all documents/funding applications in one place.
3. Conflicts of interest:  None declared.
4. Minutes of Previous Meeting – accepted as correct and signed.
5. Police Report:  Still one month behind – circulated to all.
Special Presentation – A presentation and sincere thanks for years of service to the CC was made to J Virtue and P Hood by Chair.  
6. Matters Arising:
1. Cockburnspath and Cove Place Planning update: Chair and MoP appointed as development worker for this project spoke to this item.  Grateful thanks go to her and the digital developer for all of their assistance.  A draft report had been circulated to members by email and 186 people had responded to the consultation, either digitally, face to face, or through specific meetings with individuals and groups.  Participatory workshops held in the primary school and village hall for 11-14 year olds  to capture their views for the young people’s views for the Place Plan.  A website is being set up to view the full results of the  Plan, and everyone on mailing list will receive a mail shot re this.  A public meeting will also take place (provisionally 7th October to be confirmed) and this will be publicised to all by various means.  Elected representatives etc will also be invited to attend.  After the meeting, the draft plan will be sent to SBC to be registered before printing full copies and this will include a precis.  The project is estimated to come in well below budget.   Another member of the public commented on legal requirements and community engagement and was reassured that the Place Plan legalities and requirements have been followed.   October newsletter will come out mid-October, although invitations to public meeting etc will be sent out earlier.
2. Mercat Cross Update:   No response to 28 day notice on Cross re ownership.  Chair has contacted SBC legal for advice.  AB spoke to this explaining the dangers of proceeding with work and potential liability issues this raises and answered questions from members of the public re ownership/KLTR etc.  Still trying to get advice regarding this.  There may be funding for legal advice if required.  This has been minuted in previous minutes.  MoP asked whether Development Trust Association (DTAS) advice on community ownership may be appropriate, but this is only applicable to neglected or derelict structures – the Cross, although in need of work, is neither.  Some work to the base is required and the issue of insurance liability remains.  Treasurer may be able to organise an informal meeting with Estate over both Mercat Cross and Causeway.  Action S Hope and Cf.
3. Causeway update:  Dunglass Estate has acknowledged that they own the Causeway, but have not as yet given indication of intention to repair.  Once repaired to adoptable standards, SBC may assume it as an asset and become responsible for ongoing maintenance. As with Mercat Cross (combined) Action S Hope and Cf.  
4. Bridge to Southern Upland Way at Cove: SBC Wardens will visit to assess undermining, access and safety.  
5. Trees:  Awaiting Tree Officer visiting to assess.  Neuk shrubs have also been reported and Hoprig Road signage is also now visible.  
6. Funding Panel:  Representative from CC discussed for both panels.  The NNG / Drone Hill funding panel has recently taken place and the applications well exceeded the amount available.  Decisions taken to sist everything until the end of the year, pending a further discussion about the way forward so that there was not so much work required by applicants and the panel that could not be taken forward.  The Cockburnspath and Cove Community Fund has also cited taking applications until after the Place Plan priorities are finalised..  Foundation Scotland and Funding Panels have agreed the following funding:
· Village Hall for Community Café part time chef: £10900 approved for cafe chef and extension of the popular provision in the Village Hall.
· Groundswell Community Project £22067 to fund a seasonal programme combining surf therapy and wellbeing for local residents..
· Parent Space:  £1954 to fund a 6 week programme directed at parenting courses.
· Berwickshire  Marine Reserve: £17500 to contribute to the cost of piloting a Coastal Beach School for Cockburnspath Primary alongside others.
· Education and Training Fund has now been exhausted which demonstrates demand.  Hopefully this will continue although currently paused. 
7. CC contribution towards Public Inquiry re Springfield Solar. There have been a number of developments
and a Pre Inquiry meeting having just occurred.  This is no longer just a Springfield issue as evidence exists to suggest that Bowshiel (both proposed by Voltalia) will involve a cabling route to the Collector at Springfield so that both projects can access the grid at Branxton.  The report and the environmental impact assessment, still awaited, will be available for comment in a public space.  Full inquiry will be January 2027 currently.  A KC has been appointed to represent all groups (SORELL, ELCC, and now ourselves etc). SBC are being proactive in liaising with ELC (East Lothian Council) and vice versa over this project and both should be statutory consultees due to the interdependent nature of both sites.  Our CC has now placed an objection against Bowshiel to DPEA.  Discussions about support for our joint legal representation were held, but nothing was agreed. SF will liaise and update as appropriate.  Action SF.
 
7. Treasurer Report:
· Accounts are now back from auditor. Still awaiting CC grant payments.
· Community Windpower Aikengall IIA – there is no contract for this additional site.  Aikengall II was the disputed contract in 2020, but at the moment there is no underpinning contract regarding the amount deposited to CC funds recently.  Action: Treasurer to liaise with CWP re a contract, which we would prefer to echo the one jointly signed in 2020 for Aikengall II.  SF to ask ELCC and Abbey St Bathans CC if they have IIA contracts.   
 
8. Funding applications:  
· One green grant application for £999 for an EV charger.  Agreed
· One green grant application £1000 for solar batteries.  Agreed
· Application for first responder bag and puck device approved pending application.
· Paediatric key for defibrillator – to check with Ambulance Service (£108) but approved in principle.
· Walking leaflet printing – up to £306 approved. 
· Agreed that there should be a cut off for applications and any later ones held over until the subsequent CC meeting.
9. Community Benefits and Energy Development Updates: 
· Eastern Green Link 1:  £800000 will be available across 4 CC areas.  Funding round will open end of September until November.  Encouraged to give feedback to operators re community priorities as minuted last month.  Priorities will be established from feedback received. Previous Action Plan from 4 years ago is being used, and updated Place Plan will also be  used to inform funding applications.  
· Drone Hill and NNG are paused due to amount of applications as above.
· Crystal Rig 4 contract awaiting details and signature from Treasurer.  Official opening last week and has been generating since May this year.
10. Planning:  Dunbar Energy Recovery site – an application is going forward for a data centre on this site, as well as the large one proposed for one opposite Asda at Spott roundabout.  Scottish Government is currently evaluating a variety of potential sites across central Scotland which includes these two.  No application has been made yet however.  
11. Access to Primary Healthcare:  Letter sent to MPs, MSPs etc regarding access to healthcare especially for residents close to regional and national borders.  NHS 24 cannot force patients to use NHS Borders, if registered with NHS Lothian GP.  This may resolve with current Scottish Government proposals re centralisation of NHS regions.
12. Community Councillors/MOP issues:
· Some movement occurring with caravans close to Old Smiddy.
· AB updated everyone on Scottish Public Services Ombudsman decision re SBC’s handling of nursery mothballing.  Ruling is that parents’ complaint is upheld.  The consultation over nursery/P1 merger was unreasonable and that the Director of Education misled the public over the outcome of that consultation.  AB has shared outcome with Councillor Anderson.
· JF complained again of dog poo.  Recognised this is a major issue around the village despite bags, bins and notices being in place.
· ADC mentioned a missing salt bin lid which has been reported.
· SHo discussed oil club and variation in prices.  Perhaps to look at a whatsapp post to identify oil users in the community and obtain cheapest deliveries. Action SHo.  
· MoP will arrange a poppy wreath as usual and invoice Treasurer.  Also requested something to ensure wreath stays in place. SF to notify Caretaker.
· SF asked two members of public to produce a brief statement re their time on the CC for the next newsletter.
The meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting of the Community Council will be held on 19th October 2026 at 7pm in the Village Hall.  Members of the public are encouraged and welcome to attend.   Apologies from CT and AB for this meeting.

