Cockburnspath and Cove Community Council Meeting
Wednesday 13th May 2026 at 7pm
in Cockburnspath Village Hall

Minutes
1 Apologies and Attendance: Rev. S Fletcher (Chair), H Brewerton (Minutes), C Tempest, A Blackwell, W Smith, Cllr J Anderson, C Morrison, N Simpson, S Hay, MOP.
Apologies: S Hope (Treasurer), J Fairbairn, A Cornes, M Given.
2 Conflicts of Interest and Additions to Agenda: Additions: Medical blister pack recycling funding application, (conflict A Blackwell), Dunglass Brownie Sleepover funding application (conflict, Rev S Fletcher).
3 Minutes of Previous Meeting: Approved and signed by Rev S Fletcher
4 Police Report: None
5 Treasurer Update: Rev. S Fletcher noted that the CC have received their funding from Scottish Borders Council (SBC) and S Hope is finalising the report for Aikengall.
6 Matters Arising:
6.1 Cockburnspath and Cove Place Planning – details: Rev S Fletcher told the CC that this is not far from going live.  She showed the CC pictures of all the marketing surrounding the event. The CC discussed that there should only be one pole rather than two poles. This is to prevent confusion, and it is felt that there isn’t as much to be asked as previously thought. This will also mean that it is finished by the end of June before the school holidays.  It is hoped that the launch will be mid-June. There are questions on transport, cycling, walking, parking and safety.  Traffic measures and safe crossing measures, improved road signage, safe routes to school etc. C Tempest asked if cameras could be added to the questions. Discussions took place around the safe school crossings and safe crossing in general.  Cllr J Anderson said he would start this process of asking SBC staff to do a walk around to review school crossing and the safety around the gate opposite the play park raised by A Blackwell.  A Blackwell noted she has a few questions for the pole about the School and Heritage.  Action: A Blackwell to send to Rev S Fletcher. Discussions took place around tourist questions and parking at Cove. A Blackwell asked that questions around signs for considerate parking at Cove, broadband in the area, and health care services could be added. W Smith noted that the marketing should have a strong contrast of colours for people who are colour blind. C Tempest agreed to proofread the marketing.
6.2 Filming at Cove/Car park closure: Due to filming that took place at Cove Harbour last month there was a large amount of traffic, large vehicles and parking in and around Cockburnspath by the production company.  SBC did notify the CC about Cove car park being closed and Cove residents were notified individually but SBC were not informed that Cockburnspath would be affected in this way.  Cllr J Anderson noted that the Owner of Cove Harbour or the production company should have notified SBC about the implications to Cockburnspath as well as the car park closure in Cove.  Discussions took place around how this could be managed in the future to prevent this.  All agreed that it is interesting to see the filming and that there is a need for the upkeep of the harbour. It was agreed that the CC would put together some helpful guidelines such as using the football pitch for parking that could be passed to future production companies by the owner of Cove Harbour. Rev S Fletcher will liaise with a few members of the CC and community to put this together and discuss with the owner. 
6.3 Caretaker Liaison update: Rev S Fletcher noted that N Simpson has stepped down from the Caretaker subgroup and that C Morrison is coming back to the group. The group are looking for a member to support them.  In the meantime, S Hay is sending his timesheets to the CC for approval. 
6.4 Mercat Cross update: Dunglass Estate still refuse to acknowledge that they own the cross even though The King and Lord Treasurers Remembrance (KLTR) say that ownership rest with them. Discussions took place around the liability issues if the CC were to go ahead with applying for listed building consent.  It was agreed that a solicitor should be consulted about if and what these liabilities would be. Action: Rev S Fletcher to find a solicitor. S Hay asked who paid for the repairs carried out 20 years ago.  Action: Rev S Fletcher to find this out.   
6.5 New CC Representative(s) for Funding Panels: Rev S Fletcher noted that the Dronehill/NNG panel needs 2 out of 4 representatives and we have 3 representatives but that the CC panel that Rev S Fletcher, C Tempest, and S Hope are on we can see if anyone from that panel wishes to join the Dronehill/NNG panel.  It was agreed that this position should be opened up to the CC initially and then to the community.   
6.6 Toilet Attendant – still in progress. 
7 Funding applications
7.1 Various Green Funding Applications 
7.1.1 Ecoflow Inverter and battery – Approved via email
7.2 Primary School ‘Cockburnspath’s Got Talent’ funding application: Approved via email
7.3 Cove benches:  It was agreed this should be applied for from the CC and not the Cove Trust.  Approved via email 
7.4 Summer Trip Cockburnspath SWI: Approved via email
7.5 Dunglass Brownies Sleepover trip:  Approved via email
7.6 Village Hall Hot Water Heater:  This is something that the whole community benefit from via the café and other events in the hall and not specifically a Village Hall expense: Approval via email 
7.7 Continuation of Pilot for Community Administrator: Action: Rev S Fletcher to update at June’s meeting.  
7.8 Borders Bus Payment (January):  Approved via email
7.9 Pill boxes:  Approved via email.  It was agreed this should be added to the newsletter.  Action:   A Blackwell to write a few words for this. 
7.10 Crystal Rig IV Agreement: Rev S Fletcher noted that this agreement needs to be approved by the CC.  Action Rev S Fletcher to send this agreement to all CC members
7.11 Eastern Green Link 1 meeting on shared funding / postcard: Rev S Fletcher explained that this funding is from Scottish Power Energy Networks with regards to the work being carried out near Innerwick.  The four Community Council’s (West Barns, Dunbar, East Lammermuir and Cockburnspath and Cove) will have access to a quarter of the 20% of this funding but it needs to be spent before the construction work is completed.  Some of this will be spent on the community buses project. The project needs 5 representatives, one of which should be from the CC area.  This representative must be someone with no conflict of interest, unlikely to apply for funding, understand the community needs and is from a community organisation or public body. It was agreed that Rev S Fletcher should ask Naomi from Foundation Scotland.  
C Tempest noted that she is happy to support all the funding application, but she would like more understanding of the CC’s finances.  W Smith agreed that there is a due diligence for the CC members to understand the financial situation of the CC and that there was no report given at the AGM.  
8 Planning 
8.1 Housing Update: The potential for new housing in the area (previous planning approved) is raised in the Place Plan with regards to the impact to the community services.  Nothing else to report on this at present. 
8.2 Planning Details for upgrade to overhead lines: It was noted that there is a planning application for this situated between here and the Branxton substation?  Action: Rev S Fletcher to provide more information/application number
8.3 The Cockburnspath Shop planning application to continue to use their current land for the next 5 years was approved.
8.4 Caravans: Discussions took place about cutting grass on the right of way. It was noted that the planning enforcement officer has not followed up the eviction notices.
9 Correspondence
9.1 Café Meeting and Wellness Grants: A meeting was held about the next round of funding for café.  The Wellness grant applications have all been approved up to end of 2026. 
9.2 Whats App Group / Website updates: Not covered.
9.3 Integrated Groups: There is a meeting on 3rd June 2026
9.4 James Hutton Cycle Trail launch – This is to be held on 30th May in the Village Hall and little opening at Siccar point.  There is also a private event taking place on Friday night 29th in the Village Hall for the Geological Society.  It was noted that the society should also be sent some information around parking in the area.  
9.5 First Aid Course/Defib Training: This will be in the place plan. 
9.6 TRIAL CHANGE OF NIGHT FOR MEETING IN JUNE: Monday 15th June as a trial for this month only: Awaiting approval via email by all members.
9.7 The CC received a card from Wednesday club to say thank you for the funding for their trip and that they had a lovely time
10 SBC Councillor feedback: None
11 Community Councillor feedback: Rev S Fletcher noted her congratulations to Cllr J Anderson for his achievements during the election campaign.  There is a Lorries in our Lanes meeting on 18th May in Innerwick Old School House. S Hay noted that a bin has been requested for the top of Callendar Place for dog poo bags. C Morrison what was happening with the plaque for Mr Hays’ bench. Action: Rev S Fletcher to follow this up. 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting of Cockburnspath and Cove Community Council will be held on MONDAY 15TH May 2026 at 7pm in Cockburnspath Village Hall.  Members of the public are welcome and encouraged to attend.

