Cockburnspath and Cove Community Council Meeting
Wednesday 11th March 2026 at 7.30pm
in Cockburnspath Village Hall

Minutes
1 Apologies and Attendance: Rev S Fletcher (Chair), H Brewerton (minutes), J Fairbairn, M Given, A Cornes, C Tempest, W Smith, S Hay, N Simpson, C Morrison, Cllr J Anderson, 5 MOPs.  Apologies:  A Blackwell, S Hope.
2 Conflicts of Interest and Additions to Agenda:  C Tempest noted her conflict of interest for the Medical Internship in Sri Lanka as this is her daughter.  N Simpson asked that a Caretaker update and the resignation of P Hood from the CC should be added to the agenda. 
3 Minutes of Previous Meeting: January meeting - Approved
4 Police Report: The last report received was in February. It was noted that there have been a few break ins since the report and the CC will update on this when there is more information.
5 Treasurer Update: Rev S Fletcher noted in S Hope’s absence that funding from 2025 has been transferred to Foundation Scotland to administer on our behalf and the CC are up to date with income. There are still some teething issues with the work carried out by Foundation Scotland but feedback from the community will be given to them at a meeting next week. The Place planning may not be as big a financial commitment as previously agreed. There are new finances coming through for the Caretaker and the new administrator, A Drummond-Cornes who will take on newsletter, website etc. 
6 Matters Arising:
6.1 Angus Millar (Edinburgh Geological Society) – update on James Hutton Exhibition.  A Millar thanked the CC for the invitation.  The tercentenary is based around James Hutton’s birth date.  He was born in 1726 in Doon.  He discovered Siccar point, the most important bit of geology in the world during his last attempt to prove his theory of the earth.  The funding will allow the Viewpoint of Siccar point to become more of a destination and the Deep Time Trail (cycle path) will have various information panels along the way about James Hutton and the landscape and there will be a stone structure at the end with a safe view of the rocks below.  Some audio, music and poetry will also be available. The trail is now under construction. Over 2000 people visit the area every year and it is envisaged that this will increase in 2026 with the tercentenary. There will be benefits for the local community with people staying in the area, using facilities and shop. There will also be the opening of the new Deep Time Trail. Information about the trails and the event will be distributed locally.  The event will include a gathering at the point then back to the hall for refreshments where there will be display boards about James Hutton and Siccar point.  Discussions took place around the shelter at the bottom of the village in conjunction with Southern Upland Way needing work.  This would not be part of the tercentenary funding but could be something to consider for the future. Parking will be where it is currently.  Rev S Fletcher thanked A Millar for the update.  
6.2 Allotment Association – removal of CC Trustee: N Simpson noted that when the Allotment Association was first set up a CC member was to be appointed as one of the Trustees due to the level of funding given to them before they were a recognised charity.  However, there has been no CC Trustee and as a regulated charity they do not feel that a CC member now has the need to be appointed . However, they need CC to formally agree to allow them to remove the requirement for CC member from their Constitution.  All Agreed. 
6.3 Cockburnspath and Cove Place Planning:  Rev S Fletcher stated that areas and questions are being discussed and it would be of value to have the input of CC members along with various community members who have been approached on what they would like to be on the place plan. Things such as traffic and transport, access & amenities, education of young people and housing have been added along with planning and how to develop the village, shop, hall, sports pitch, health care, crime & safety, and energy developments. There will be a version of people’s poll to follow up on how the community would spend the funds.  Everything is in progress and the technology is ready to go. 
6.4 Powers for Scotland’s community Councils: An email has been received regarding extending powers to community councils.  This is a Scottish Government incentive where they are looking to find out if there is an interest for this. All agreed to respond to say the CC is not interested.
6.5 Community Administrator Update: Alex Drummond-Cornes has taken on the role of community administrator. The contract has still to be completed but she has already started working on various items.
6.6 Community Council Convention update:  At the end of January there was a meeting for all CCs in Southern Scotland, in Jedburgh, to discuss developing a statement the same or similar to the Highland statement regarding the developments and planning around energy consents. The CC discussed this at the January meeting. Rev S Fletcher discussed with the CC members a slight alternative to the Highland statement (prepared and discussed by other local Community Councils in Borders and East Lothian). There are now two more meetings to be held in April (18th April, 1.30pm to 3.30pm at Lauder Town Hall and 25th April. 1.30pm to 3.30pm at Moffat Town Hall). to ratify the agreement with Highland Statement.  Rev S Fletcher read out email on the statement sent today and invited discussion on how  CC members would wish to proceed.  Cllr J Anderson noted that the first meeting was well attended with information given from Cllr Helen Crawford from the Highlands on how the ratified their statement. Following that meeting, MSP Gillian Martin (Energy Secretary for Scotland) met with several Southern Scotland CCs but this did not seem to go well. The statement in effect is a way for CCs to tell the Scottish Government to stop riding rough shot over the landscape and communities without some kind of national plan. An MOP noted that the alternative statement written by East Lammermuir Community Council (ELCC) misses out the element of transmission development whilst still asking for a pause /stop but this is important in the Scottish Borders where there will be a transmission line developed from Galashiels to Carlisle going through several beauty spots.  Discussions took place around agreeing to, and signing, the unified Highland statement adopted by Southern Scotland.  It was agreed to sign the Highland statement. 
6.7 Dog dirt issue in Cockburnspath update: It was noted that no more complaints received although it is still on ongoing issue.  
6.8 Website: The current administrator of the website has now moved away and no longer able to keep it updated. The new administrator, A Drummond-Cornes, will take this on and develop so that it can be made more inviting and easily accessible for everyone.  C Tempest noted that there should be criteria on the website for what projects can qualify for funding. 
6.9 Caretaker – N Simpson asked that there be a session at the next meeting about the caretaker role and the clarification on insurance for volunteers, Health & Safety and safeguarding.  He noted that so far volunteers have been CC members who are covered by CC insurance.  Rev S Fletcher also noted that a discussion on costs / alternative storage for all the equipment was needed. Rev S Fletcher also passed on the one page case study re participation agreement with SBC to the Caretaker team to be agreed by them by deadline and returned.
7 Funding applications
7.1 Various Green Funding Applications 
7.1.1 M Given asked if the CC are bringing out list on what qualifies for the green funding. Discussions took place and further information to be discussed before next meeting.
7.2 Medical Internship in Sri Lanka: A request for £390 funding from the CC as they have already raised most of the funds. All agreed and would like updates on the internship for the newsletter and website. 
7.3 Wednesday Club funding: There are two requests for funding.  One for moving from the Church Hall to the Village Hall to be part of the activities funding form the CC and the second for their annual Spring outing to Winterfield golf club in May.  All agreed with the activities funding to be completed for the full year, but require a more complete application meantime. The application for their Spring outing (£350) was approved.
An MOP noted that the fitness class have been promoting the class, as agreed to when they received the funding but had noticed that not all the groups that got funding have been promoting their activities. Rev S Fletcher responded to say that this has already been noted, and the CC are in discussions with those groups.

8 Planning 
8.1 New public portal for energy consents representations: It was noted that if you wish to write in to make comments on any proposals (larger planning applications come under Energy Consents Unit) then they now need to be done via an online portal. Previously the public could send objections via email. The online portal limits how much you can say. 
8.2 Townhead Farm:  For a double garage and store.  It was noted that no one should be affected by this.  

9 Correspondence
9.1 Flood Risk Management Plans 
9.2 Consultation on Forestry Concerns
9.3 Foundation Scotland Rep for Cockburnspath and Cove Community Fund to be at cafe on 17 March
9.4 Dates for the Convention: 18th April, 1.30pm to 3.30pm at Lauder Town Hall and 25th April. 1.30pm to 3.30pm at Moffat Town Hall
9.5 Festival Grant from SBC is now available. Rev S Fletcher noted they need parents to form a committee for Gala Day. It was noted that the grant application is retrospective, so covers last year.
9.6 Forth Marine Hatchery.  This is currently a marine restoration project in North Berwick, but they would like to expand the project. They have been in discussion with Cove fishermen and would welcome further community engagement for releasing juvenile lobsters. Action: Rev S Fletcher to give the information to the school and suggest they also pass this on to Berwickshire Marine Reserve and to A Millar with reference to fisherman using Siccar point.
10 SBC Councillor feedback: Cllr J Anderson noted the Community liaison member of staff has departed and there are 3 SBC members of staff temporarily cover the position until a new member is found.  
The urgent road closure required due to the flooding of W Smith’s home was explained. SBC have been excellent in helping to fix the issue, but the road closure information has not been consistent. Discussions took place about agreeing timings where possible, posting notifications, disruption to buses and better signage for diversion.  Cllr J Anderson will discuss this with the SBC contact to see how to improve these communications. 
11 Community Councillor feedback:
11.1 N Simpson suggested that the CC and community should do something in recognition for all P Hood’s work for the community over the years. Discussions took place. A card and gift were prepared.
11.2 M Given noted that more quarry lorries are going down the road than there should be. It was noted that there is a reporting system for these ongoing works.  Rev S Fletcher will ask how to report this on portal.
11.3 Rev S Fletcher noted that Niome Lucjan from Foundation Scotland will be at the community café next Tuesday to speak to community and answer any questions
11.4 M Given noted that there had been an email circulated about trial of 50mph in certain areas of the Scottish Borders and that he will put in a response for this.  
11.5 A Cornes noted that there will be dog walking maps in addition to the walking leaflets, all scheduled to be completed by James Hutton anniversary events.  These are currently being checked by community members. M Given suggested that the poster about dog dirt should be displayed along these dog walks. 
An MOP highlighted the dangers around the cars parked across the road from garage and that parking on the pavement is illegal. It was noted that lorries and cars are parked on the pavements. Rev S Fletcher will follow up this issue with Council as it has been raised on other occasions. W Smith noted they may have been more awkwardly parked because workmen asked to move them.  
The MOP also asked what had been done about Borders Buses not going to Asda anymore. It was noted that the CC have written multiple times regarding this to Border Buses.   Another MOP noted that lumber lorries are driving down through the village when they shouldn’t be. C Tempest suggested that information should be shared with the community on how and to whom they should report these issues. 
Finally, the CC and Cllr J Anderson would like to record their sincere gratitude to their long-standing Chair, Pauline Hood and thank her for all her hard work, commitment and long-term service over the past few decades. Further activities to follow in recognition of her long service. 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting of Cockburnspath and Cove Community Council will be held on Wednesday 8th April 2026 at 7pm in Cockburnspath Village Hall.  Members of the public are welcome and encouraged to attend.
